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Get Wise! Mastering Grammar Skills by Mandie Rosenberg is written for a high school 

audience, but everyone can benefit from the information in it. Well, some of the information. 

She discusses the subjunctive tense more in-depth than I usually see in grammar books, 

which is nice, and covers pronouns thoroughly. Speaking of the subjunctive, what I found 

interesting was this: “The subjunctive tense is always conjugated in 3rd person plural form. 

”That’s why sentences like, “If I were rich,” are grammatically correct, and sentences like “If I 

was rich,” are incorrect. As for pronouns, the information tidbits I found useful are as follows:

•“You” always takes the plural form of the verb, never the singular

•Relative pronouns (who, that, what, where, whom, which, why, when) do not 

change or conjugate to match 1st, 2nd, or 3rd person

•In the nominative case where who becomes the subject, use who; use whom for 

the objective case; use whose for the possessive case. Or, in simpler terms (that 

the author herself provided): “If a personal pronoun or proper noun subject follows 

the ‘who’ in a sentence, change it to whom, except in sentences where a form of “to

be” can be found.”

•“Who/whom” are always used with people and NEVER with animals/things

•“Which/that” are always used with animals/things.

•“Which” can NEVER be used for people. “That” can be used for people (who is 

preferred).

•“What” can ONLY be used for things.

•Use “which” when the thing you are defining is not essential to the sentence 
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(usually need a comma before “which”)

•Use “that” with phrases that are essential to the sentence (no comma before that).

Now that I’ve talked about the good parts of the book, here are the things I disliked:

The Tone. Throughout the book, the author is addressing a high school student named “Chi,” 

and tries too hard to make grammar fun. Instead of being a fun read, however, it’s obnoxious 

and comes across as condescending. The book reads more like it was written for an 8 year 

than a 14 year old. There is a bit of a trend in the writing industry lately for those authors who 

write books on grammar to try and make them “fun.” Some authors do that spectacularly well, 

but Rosenberg isn’t one of them.

The Errors. While I found some information useful in the book, there was a lot of mistakes. 

Not just in punctuation (which annoys me) but also in explanations. Especially concerning the 

simple tenses. The sentence she uses to demonstrate the simple present is “I am writing,” but

that isn’t simple present. That is present progressive tense, and, while the mistake is 

understandable, her and her editors should not have let that one pass.

Lack of Depth. Rosenberg argues against splitting infinitives and never explains when it is 

okay to use them. Rather, she suggests that writers “not do it” at all. The split infinite hasn’t 

been much of a controversy in recent years, and putting an adverb between “to” and a “verb” 

has its uses. That she fails to address this in her book makes it, in my mind, a less than 

reliable source. Alongside the split infinitive issue, Rosenberg doesn’t go into a great deal of 

depth on anything–although she does write quite extensively on pronouns in comparison to 

the other areas of grammar she mentions. For a book titled “Mastering Grammar Skills,” the 

content falls short. A better title, perhaps, would have been, “An Introduction to Basic 



Grammar for Middle School Children.” That is, after all, how it reads.
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