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The Shoemaker’s Wife, by Adriana Trigiana, is a historical romance to be passed down 

through generations. It combines the hardship of immigration with the idea of a couple 

destined to be together. Separated into three parts, Trigiana uses the different homes the two 

characters share, sometimes unknowingly, to define a shared destiny.

Ciro Lazarri, the male lead of the story, is born in the Italian Alps and separated from 

his mother at an early age due to her illness. Taken in by a convent alongside his brother 

Eduardo, he grows up to be a hardworking romantic. His all-consuming passion is to find a 

wife to give him a family, which is the most important thing in the world to him. His brother, in 

contrast, is a religious idealist and his greatest desire is to spread the word of God how Jesus

did.

Vincenza Capovilla, Enza for short, is born to a poor working family in the Italian Alps. 

She has a large family and as the eldest daughter, grows up so fast she never really has a 

childhood. Her youngest sister, Stella, dies and it tears her apart inside.

The two of them meet for the first time at Stella’s funeral. Ciro has been hired to dig a 

grave for Stella, the last job he’ll ever do for the convent after being spurned by Concetta, the 

woman he thought he loved. A love that quickly faded when he found her with the priest, Don 

Gregorio. Ciro and Enza find an instant companion in one another, though neither realize how

soon life is going to separate them after they’ve just found one another.

For revealing the priest’s sins, Ciro is sent to America. The nuns in the convent band 

together to get him a job as a shoemaker’s apprentice instead of sending him to a workhouse 

the way the priest wants. His brother is sent to another convent to become a priest. For the 

first time in their lives, the two brothers become separated by a vast ocean.
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Meanwhile, Enza has learned that her family can no longer buy the house they’ve been

trying to buy for years. The landlord’s son decides he wants it instead so the landlord reneges

on their original arrangement. The family starts saving money back to  send Enza and her 

father overseas so that they may make the money in America to build their dream home. 

While traveling by ship, Enza gets so sick she nearly dies and is told she may never return to 

Italy.

Enza and Ciro meet up at the hospital the day she arrives in America, a fated 

encounter. Ciro cut his hand when he was working and his patron makes him say thanks in 

the hospital sanctuary, where Enza has gone to offer her own prayers. Later on, Enza finds 

herself at the shoemaker’s shop on Mulberry street where Ciro works and finds that he is 

dating another girl and her hopes are crushed.

Enza moves on from being a factory worker to a seamstress at the Met and meets Vito,

who she agrees to marry. Ciro has left to fight in the war and comes back on the day Enza is 

to be married and stops her outside the church, claiming her as his own.

The two of them move to Minnesota after being married and start a life of their own. 

There is a lot of heartache there in Chisholm, because it is where Ciro’s own father died in a 

mining accident years ago. They have a son, Antonio, and he is their only child. Ciro grows 

more pained as time passes and when he goes to the doctor, it is found that he has cancer 

and only a year left of life. The three of them make the most of it.

This novel explores the idea of fated romance more intricately than any other novel I’ve

ever read. Trigiana pieces together each of the settings with such exquisite detail that you feel

like you are living Ciro and Enza’s life right along with them.

The fated meetings sometimes seemed to be coincidence aligning, and almost 

unbelievable, but the most amazing thing about this novel is that Trigiana based it off of a real

story—her own grandparents lived a similar life to Ciro and Enza.



There is resolve, courage, strength, love, and family values interwoven with every 

aspect of this novel. The historical research shines through in areas like the immigration 

process itself and the way the Met put on shows.

Overall, I’d recommend this novel to anyone who enjoys historical fiction with a central 

romance. This is one of the best of its kind.


